^o                             Viscount Halifax

always said to him, 'We hope to get Cardinal Manning/ or,
'Cardinal Manning has consented to attend.' 'Just as/ my father
added, 'when the dog won't eat his dinner, we call out, "Puss,
Puss!".'20

Halifax and Portal now projected themselves into the rather
unfavourable atmosphere of Addington. The Archbishop re-
ceived them with reserve, having made it plain to them before-
hand that they were not to regard themselves as 'emissaries.'
He confessed to his entourage his private conviction that both
men were the unconscious agents of an attempt to compromise
the head of the Anglican Church, and throughout the whole
conversation he talked, to quote an eye-witness, ' "with his
paws in the air," ready to dart away at the least sign of any
proximity to dangerous subjects/21

They discussed, very harmoniously, the treatise of Dalbus,
and, a little less harmoniously, the duty of teaching the Truth,
which the Archbishop maintained was for all men and Portal
only for those who were fit to hear it, while Halifax contended
that the ignorant should be treated as children. The point was
argued at some length. The conversation shifting to Reunion,
the Archbishop, conscious that the dangerous subject had at
last been reached, while agreeing that all must wish and work
for unity, warned Portal that there were more parties than one
in the Church of England. Finally, on Portal enquiring the
Archbishop's opinion upon the Pope's Encyclical on Scripture,
His Grace, a little unkindly, told him that, though "written in
beautiful Latin, it was fully fifty years behind the times. eWe
are far from York,' was Portal's regretful comment after-
wards.22

Nevertheless Halifax was not dissatisfied with their reception.

We got back here at J to 8 yesterday afternoon [he wrote to his
wife] after a very successful visit to Addington. The tone was more
intellectual and less spiritual than that at Bishopthorpe, but it did